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A TESTIMONY OF ST. HANNIBAL’S
DEVOTION TO MARY “BAMBINA:”
“[Fr. Hannibal] loved so much the
Madonna, above all under the title of
Immaculate and Mary Bambina. He
wrote verses and hymns, which he
used to sing with raised hands. But the
Bambina was the poetry of his heart.
We are unable to describe his preaching
on her feast. With naivete of his own,
smile and words gushing out tender
and creative, he brought us in spirit
to Nazareth, making us waiting for
Joachim’s and Anna’s permission to visit
the new-born child. We still feel it, but
do not know how to express it.” He was
madly in love with the Bambinella. He
let people photograph himself bearing
her in his hands.
The Father wanted the statue of the
Bambina in each house, and the solemn
celebration of her feast was prepared
with novena, prayers, sacrifices, and
vigil on the eve. A procession through
the house in the evening concluded
the feast. You can imagine how the
Father exclaimed vibrantly and heartily
in between prayers and songs, “Long
live Mary Bambinella! Long live the
beloved by God! Long live the empress
of the universe! Long live the sovereign
enchantress of hearts!” ... And the
community responded enthusiastically!
“Long live! Long live!”...

“

Hail, loving Bambina,
Mystic tuberose
Which the empyreal fields
Make gloze.
Your fragrances breath
The virtues divine
Which the souls refine
To the heavenly wreath.

O tender child, are you coming
In your celestial coat?
O longed for, talk to us
With your holy note!
Make us share a gleam
Of your pretty face;
With your divine grace
Your daughters will be supreme.

[A poem composed by St. Hannibal on the
occasion of the memorial of Mary’s birth...
The Father’s Soul, p.339.]

[The Father’s Soul, p. 337]

THE DEVOTION TO THE

MARY “BAMBINA”
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TRUE FREEDOM AND EVERLASTING HAPPINESS

Reflections and Prayer on the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (SEPTEMBER 6, 2020)

WORD
OF GOD

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 18:15-20

J

esus said “If
your brother
sins [against you], go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone. If he listens
to you, you have won over your brother. If
he does not listen, take one or two others
along with you, so that ‘every fact may be
established on the testimony of two or
three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to
them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen
even to the church, then treat him as you

BREAKING
THE BREAD

would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen,
I say to you, whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Again, [amen,] I say to you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything for which
they are to pray, it shall be granted to them
by my heavenly Father. For where two or
three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”

...if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray,
it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

A. POINT FOR REFLECTION:
Prayer is the sure, infallible means that the
infinite kindness of the most holy Heart of
Jesus gave us to obtain any grace, as well as
eternal life for us and for others. (St. Hannibal
Mary Di Francia, “The Father’s Soul,” p. 401)
B. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
O Most sweet Heart of Jesus, you tell us to
pray the harvest master to send laborers to his
harvest, and you have given us the assurance
that you will listen to us when ask of you this
great grace. In obedience to the command of
your divine zeal, we beseech you to heed our
prayer and send laborers to your Church. To
this end we address to you the most effective
prayer you have taught us: Our Father, who

art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us, and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Amen. (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia).
C. SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:
Read and reflect on this prayer: “O God, by
whom we are redeemed and receive adoption,
look graciously upon your beloved sons and
daughters, that those who believe in Christ
may receive true freedom and an everlasting
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.”

“THE MORE WE LOVE MARY, THE MORE WE LOVE JESUS”
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GOD’S WORK OF MERCY: TO BE AT GOD’S SERVICE

Reflections and Prayer on the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (SEPTEMBER 13, 2020)

WORD
OF GOD

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 18:21-35

T

hen
Peter
approaching asked
Jesus, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how
often must I forgive him? As many as seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but
seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of
heaven may be likened to a king who decided to
settle accounts with his servants. When he began
the accounting, a debtor was brought before
him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had
no way of paying it back, his master ordered him
to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and
all his property, in payment of the debt. At that,
the servant fell down, did him homage, and said,
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in
full.’ Moved with compassion the master of that
servant let him go and forgave him the loan.
When that servant had left, he found one of his

BREAKING
THE BREAD

“So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives
his brother from his heart.”

A. POINT FOR REFLECTION:
Living without confession, holy Communion, and
study of the main elements of our holy religion;
living without lifting up our eyes to heaven to
pray and adore God as our Lord and Creator;living
without considering our last end as well as the
eternal destination, this is not a Christian living, a
living of God’s creatures, but a living of ungrateful
beings, of fools who run the risk of getting lost for
ever. By forgetting God and our religious duties it
becomes unavoidable for us to fall into many sins
(St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The Father’s Soul,” p. 425)

B. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
O Most sweet Heart of Jesus, who is thirsty
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fellow servants who owed him a much smaller
amount. He seized him and started to choke him,
demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his
knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient
with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused.
Instead, he had him put in prison until he paid
back the debt. Now when his fellow servants saw
what had happened, they were deeply disturbed,
and went to their master and reported the whole
affair. His master summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt
because you begged me to. Should you not have
had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on
you?’ Then in anger his master handed him over to
the torturers until he should pay back the whole
debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless
each of you forgives his brother from his heart.”
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of souls, you were not contented with giving
everything to us, but you also left on earth your
eternal priesthood for the welfare of all. Draw
from your open side, holy ministers, filled with
genuine zeal who will win for you numerous souls.
Amen.. (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia)
C. SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:
Read and reflect: “Look upon us, O God, Creator
and ruler of all things, and, that we may feel the
working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.”

MERITING GOD’S LIFE THROUGH LOVE OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR
Reflections and Prayer on the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (SEPTEMBER 20, 2020)

WORD
OF GOD

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 20:1-16

“

The kingdom of
heaven is like a
landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for
his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going
out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle
in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go
into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So
they went off. [And] he went out again around noon,
and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out
about five o’clock, he found others standing around,
and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all
day?’ They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ When
it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them their

BREAKING
THE BREAD
A. POINT FOR REFLECTION:

While seeing the ruin of many generations of souls
redeemed by his very precious blood, Jesus cries
out: Rogate ergo. Plenty of souls would be saved,
and many of them would achieve sanctification
if the mystical workers catechized, edified, and
instructed them in the faith and religion. (St.
Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The Father’s Soul,” p. 112)

B. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:

O most amiable Lord Jesus, at the price of your
blood, you have redeemed the world. Look upon
humanity, a greater part of which Still lies in the
darkness of error. Let the light of your truth shine
upon them. Increase the apostles of your Gospel,
bless their zeal and efforts with your grace, and
may they be converted to you, their Creator and

pay, beginning with the last and ending with the
first.’ When those who had started about five o’clock
came, each received the usual daily wage. So when
the first came, they thought that they would receive
more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And
on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner,
saying, ‘These last ones worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s
burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply,
‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours
and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same
as you? [Or] am I not free to do as I wish with my own
money? Are you envious because I am generous?’
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

“You, too, go into my vineyard.”
Redeemer. Hasten, most beloved Savior, the
coming of your kingdom on earth, draw to your
divine Heart all men and women so that they
may share in your redemption and in the eternal
happiness of heaven. (St. Hannibal Mary Di

Francia)

C. SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:
Read and reflect on the Church’s prayer this
Sunday: “O God, who founded all the commands
of your sacred Law upon love of you and of our
neighbor, grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.”

“THE MORE WE LOVE MARY, THE MORE WE LOVE JESUS”

5

HEIRS TO THE TREASURES OF HEAVEN

Reflections and Prayer on the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (SEPTEMBER 27, 2020)

WORD
OF GOD

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 21:28-32

J

esus said, “What
is your opinion?
A man had two sons. He came to the first
and said, ‘Son, go out and work in the
vineyard today.’ He said in reply, ‘I will not,’
but afterwards he changed his mind and
went. The man came to the other son and
gave the same order. He said in reply, ‘Yes,
sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did his

BREAKING
THE BREAD

“Yet even when you saw that, you did not later
change your minds and believe him.”

A. POINT FOR REFLECTION:

The faithful must understand that the greatest
mercy God may have on the people or a city
is his sending out elect priests, as he did with
his only Son. Jesus said to his disciples: “As
the Father sent me, so I send you” (Jn. 20:21).
Vice versa, the greatest punishment God may
give is depriving the people of his ministers,
or better yet, of the priests according to his
heart. The faithful must understand this duty,
accustoming themselves to pray that the Lord
send out the priests to catechize, to administer
the sacraments, and to guide the people to
eternal life. (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The
Father’s Soul,” p. 119)

B. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:

O Jesus, we pray that in every young man
initiated to the Priesthood, you may form a
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father’s will?” They answered, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you, tax
collectors and prostitutes are entering the
kingdom of God before you. When John
came to you in the way of righteousness,
you did not believe him; but tax collectors
and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw
that, you did not later change your minds
and believe him.
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saint, an apostle of faith and charity. If this is a
great grace we ask of you, it is worthy of you,
the infinite giver of all that is good; it is worthy
of that precious Blood you shed for the glory
of the Father and for the salvation of souls,
listen to our supplication: sanctify your priests.
Amen. (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia)
C. SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:

Read and reflect on the Church’s prayer for this
Sunday: “O God, who manifest your almighty
power above all by pardoning and showing
mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly
upon us and make those hastening to attain
your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.”

PRAYER TO JESUS
IN THE EUCHARIST
FOR MORE HOLY PRIESTS
[Composed by St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia]

O

most adorable Lord Jesus, hidden in the most
ineffable mystery of your infinite love, we raise
to you our ardent yearnings. O Redeemer of
the human family, send laborers of the Gospel for the
salvation of all people. You may remain silent and hidden
in the Eucharist, but not your divine Heart and your
almighty Word. Shoot the loving arrows and call young
men to your priesthood; let your most sweet voice be
heard from the depths of your Tabernacle in all Catholic
nations by numerous youths, by well disposed youngsters
and effectively call them to your sanctuary. O Jesus in the
Eucharist, you pass in the midst of us as you passed along
the streets of Jerusalem. Renew the miracle of vocations
you personally performed among the Apostles.

The Catholic Register

Provident and loving Jesus, we pray you that through this
same mystery of love and faith you may refuse our prayer.
Remember that from the infinite love of your Heart these
two sacraments were born together: the Eucharist and
the Priesthood. Remember that after the great miracle of
the Banquet, you formed priests to whom you gave the
power of consecrating your Body and your Blood. For that
love by which you made yourself remain with us in the
Eucharist, send numerous and holy ministers who know
and love you, who consecrate and offer you in the Mass to
the Eternal Father. May they glorify you with good works.
May they make you known to all people through the divine
Word. May they make the poor and the children love you,
distribute you as nourishment to the faithful, and work
zealously for the honor and propriety of your sanctuary.
O most loving Heart of the Supreme God in the Eucharist,
watch over your groaning and sighing Church, watch over
the poor souls who perish due to lack of good laborers,
listen to the fervent supplications of your unworthy
creatures. Hear us, O kind and merciful Lord, for the
greater consolation of your divine Heart.
Amen.
“THE MORE WE LOVE MARY, THE MORE WE LOVE JESUS”
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POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR

RESPECT FOR THE PLANET’S RESOURCES
We pray that the planet’s
resources will not be plundered,
but shared in a just and
respectful manner.
The beginning of the respect of the planet’s resources is the education
of the children who will inherit the earth’s resources. Let us listen
to what St. Hannibal says about giving the children an educative environment:

S

aving tender children is a holiest work to which we will attend
with sacrifice, deeply aware of the excellent good we do when
we take them away from vagabondage, risks, and depravity and
provide them with a sound education and environment. Thus,
by God’s help we form them to become good Christians, perfect
Catholics, honest and industrious citizens as well as good parents
when they marry.
- St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, The Father’s Soul, page 563

“THE MORE WE LOVE MARY, THE MORE WE LOVE JESUS”
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SUGGESTED PRAYER GUIDE FOR

A HOLY HOUR OF PRAYER
FOR MORE HOLY VOCATIONS

Dear friends, this is a suggested prayer guide for a holy hour of prayer for vocations. In your most convenient
time everyday, or in a week, find time to ask the Lord for good and holy laborers in the Church and society.

Introduction:
Today, like in the
past, the preaching of the Gospel,
the propagation of the faith and
the sanctification of souls certainly
depends on the witnessing and sanctity
of life of all baptized whom God calls to
collaborate in his plan of salvation. But
most of all these depend on the ones
who are called with a special vocation
for the task of evangelization.
All the faithful, each according to his
or her vocation, have to be available
always to announce God’s Kingdom
and to build the Body of Christ, the
Church. Likewise, they must become
conscious of their personal duty and
responsibility to work for the increase
of all special vocations.
In what way? By the witness of our life,
catechesis, vocation orientation and
animation, but above all the prayer
according to the command of Jesus:
“Pray the Lord of the harvest to send
laborers into his harvest.”
The authentic meaning of prayer for
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vocations is practicing what we pray
for which is offering to the Lord our
availability.
Each community, while praying to
the Lord to send holy vocations into
the world, makes itself available and
creates little the spiritual idoneous
conditions so that those who are
chosen and called to specific ministries
among its members say yes, thereby
that through the work of your ministers
what is destroyed will be rebuilt, what
is old will be renewed and everything
will be restored to its completeness
through the beginning of all things:
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns forever and ever.
Eucharistic Greetings
(repeat three times)
Leader:
Praise and thanks every moment...
All: to the most holy,
most divine Sacrament...
Leader: Glory to the Father...
All: As it was in the beginning...
Leader: Send, O Lord...

All: Holy Apostles into Your Church!

A brief period of silence continues here.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION:
O my Jesus, I believe that you are
present in the most Blessed Sacrament.
I love you above all things and I receive
you into my soul. Since I cannot now
receive you sacramentally, come to
me spiritually. I welcome you and unite
myself entirely with you. Do not permit
me ever to be separated from you.
Jesus, I believe in you, I hope in you,
and I love you.

All: Our Father in heaven, You promised
us you would not leave us orphans,
for our salvation and sanctification,
send your holy ministers who can give
us the life of the spirit through the
nourishment of faith and charity.

A brief period of silence begins here.
SUGGESTED SCRIPTURAL READINGS
FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION:
From the OLD TESTAMENT:
- The Vocation of the Human Race
(Genesis 1:26-30)
- The Call of Noah (Genesis 6:5--8:22)
- The Call of Moses (Exodus 3:1-15)
- The Call of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13)
- The Call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-19)
From the NEW TESTAMENT:
- Pray for Vocations (Matthew 9:35-38)
- The Mission of the Seventy-Two
(Luke 10:1-12)
- The Call of the First Disciples
(Mark 1:14-20)
- Come and See: The Call of the First
Disciples (John 1:35-50)
- The Call of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13)

Holy be your name, through the
apostolic work of your chosen ones,
who, filled with your Holy Spirit make
you known and loved by all the people
on earth. Your Kingdom come, and may
it be build by your faithful ministers,
through the sanctity of their life and
devoured by the zeal of your glory
and the salvation of souls, bring all to
Christian perfection. Your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.
ORATIO IMPERATA ON THE COVID-19:
God our Father, we come to you in our
need to ask your protection against the
COVID 19 that has disturbed and even
claimed lives. We pray that you guide
the people tasked to find cures for this
disease and to stem its transmission.
Protect the medical experts that
they may minister to the sick with
competence and compassion.
We pray for those afflicted. May they be
restored to health soon. Protect those
who care for them. Grant eternal rest

“THE MORE WE LOVE MARY, THE MORE WE LOVE JESUS”
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to those who have died. Give us the
grace in this trying time to work for the
good of all and to help those in need.
We implore you to stop the spread of
this virus and to save us from our fears.
Grant all these through our Lord
Jesus Christ your Son who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, o
ne God, forever and
ever. Amen.
We fly to Your protection, oh Holy
Mother of God. Do not despise our
petition in our necessities, but deliver
us always from all dangers, O glorious
and blessed Virgin. Amen.
Our Lady, Health of the Sick,
pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel,
pray for us.
St. Rock, pray for us.
St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.
St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.
St. Hannibal Mary, pray for us.
Send, O Lord,
holy Apostles into your Church!
Benediction

Divine Praises for Vocations:
Blessed be God, Author of
Vocations.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord
of the Harvest.
Blessed be Jesus Christ the
Compassionate Lord.
Blessed be his Most Sacred Heart,
the Merciful.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood,
who washed our sins.
Blessed be Jesus in the Eucharist
our spiritual food.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit,
Light of all those who are called.
Blessed be the Great Mother of God,
Mary Mother of Vocations.
Blessed be her Immaculate
Conception,
the Model of all Priests.
Blessed be the Name of Mary,
Virgin and Mother of all Missionaries.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption,
intercessor upon all the Candidates
to the Consecrated life.
Blessed be St. Joseph,
Protector of the Universal Church.
Blessed be God, in His Holy Apostles
and Saints of the Church.
Concluding Hymn
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